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MUSIC REVIEW | ARTEMIS QUARTET

A Change in Ingredients Doesn’t Always Alter the Taste

Julieta  Cervantes for The New York Times

The Artemis Quartet: from left, Gregor Sigl, Natalia Prischepenko, Eckart Runge and Friedemann Weigle, on Wednesday.

By ANTHONY TOMMASINI
Published: April  19, 2008

It is the rare string quartet that does not eventually undergo a

change in personnel. But the acclaimed Artemis Quartet, which

started performing professionally in 1994, lost two players last year,

each unexpectedly.

This Berlin quartet is thriving again, as it made excitingly clear in its

performance at the New York Society for Ethical Culture on Wednesday night, which was

presented by the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center. Still, last year the quartet

was in crisis.

First the violinist Volker Jacobsen left because of family obligations. After extensive

auditions to find a replacement, the search came down to two strong finalists. Then

another of the original players, the violinist Heime Müller quit because of a disorder in

his left hand, diagnosed as focal dystonia.

Suddenly the Artemis Quartet was down to two players: the violinist Natalia

Prischepenko and the cellist Eckart Runge. It turned out, though, that one of the finalists

for the viola position, Gregor Sigl, was also an exceptional violinist. So with the other

finalist, Friedemann Weigle, as the violist, and Mr. Sigl playing violin, the Artemis

Quartet was back.

And is it ever. A quartet cannot change two players without undergoing some shift in

character. But I was struck on Wednesday by the similarities between the Artemis’s old

and new selves.

The Artemis has always played with vigor, brilliance and sensitivity. More than that, its

performances have had clarity of conception and unfussy directness. All these qualities

were abundant on this occasion.

Beethoven’s Quartet in C minor (Op. 18, No. 4) came across in this incisive and full-

bodied performance as the audacious work of a supremely confident young man,

especially in a moody menuetto, thick with slinky chromatic lines and wayward

harmonies. The finale is a breathless rondo with Turkish flair, Turkish music having

been the rage in Vienna at the time.

Next Article in Arts (7 of 20) »

Sign up for ticket offers from Broadway shows and other
advertisers.

  
See Sample  |  Privacy Policy

TicketWatch - Theater Offers by E-Mail

MOST POPULAR

nytimes.com/autos

Half a loaf, for a mini appetite
Also in Autos:

What's the deal on Seinfeld's Fiat?
The world of small cars
Tiny saves gas, but big can save lives

ADVERTISEMENTS

Go to Complete List »

1. David Brooks: How Obama Fell to Earth

2. Bottle Maker to Stop Using Plastic Linked to Health

Concerns

3. Across Globe, Empty Bellies Bring Rising Anger

4. Sticker Shock in the Organic Aisles

5. Paul Krugman: Clinging to a Stereotype

6. Well: Raves (Yes, It’s True) for New Hearing Aid

7. Record Stores Fight to Be Long-Playing

8. Canada Likely to Label Plastic Ingredient ‘Toxic’

9. Iceland, a Tiny Dynamo, Loses Steam

10. Workers Get Fewer Hours, Deepening the Downturn

 Arts  All NYTMusic
WORLD U.S. N.Y. / REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS OPINION ARTS STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

ART & DESIGN BOOKS DANCE MOVIES MUSIC TELEVISION THEATER

BLOGGED SEARCHEDE-MAILED

HOME PAGE MY TIMES TODAY'S PAPER VIDEO MOST POPULAR TIMES TOPICS Get Home Delivery Log In  Register Now

http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/19/arts/music/19arte.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/19/arts/music/19arte.html?_r=1&oref=slogin&ref=music&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/19/arts/music/19arte.html?_r=1&ref=music&oref=slogin#
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Frame4A&sn2=48f07a28/66980bd9&sn1=625919f6/30894510&camp=foxsearch2008_emailtools_810902c-nyt5&ad=youngheart_88x31_8.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efoxsearchlight%2Ecom%2Fyoungatheart
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/t/anthony_tommasini/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/c/chamber_music_society_of_lincoln_center/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/ludwig_van_beethoven/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/marketing/email/samples/ticketwatch.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/19/arts/dance/19pena.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Box1&sn2=3cd5d5b8/2af3cd19&sn1=341940d3/17bfb64e&camp=NYT2008-marketingmodule&ad=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408&goto=http://nytimes.com/autos/%3FWT.mc_id=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408-URL%26WT.mc_ev=click%26mkt=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408-URL
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Box1&sn2=3cd5d5b8/2af3cd19&sn1=341940d3/17bfb64e&camp=NYT2008-marketingmodule&ad=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/13/automobiles/autosreviews/13mini.html%3Fex=1223697600%26en=f35cd3e2967a588a%26ei=5087%26WT.mc_id=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408-PH%26WT.mc_ev=click%26mkt=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408-PH
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Box1&sn2=3cd5d5b8/2af3cd19&sn1=341940d3/17bfb64e&camp=NYT2008-marketingmodule&ad=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/13/automobiles/autosreviews/13mini.html%3Fex=1223697600%26en=f35cd3e2967a588a%26ei=5087%26WT.mc_id=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408-HDR%26WT.mc_ev=click%26mkt=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408-HDR
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Box1&sn2=3cd5d5b8/2af3cd19&sn1=341940d3/17bfb64e&camp=NYT2008-marketingmodule&ad=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408&goto=http://wheels.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/04/09/final-word-on-seinfelds-fiat/%3Fex=1223697600%26en=ea076af351a8f0a8%26ei=5087%26WT.mc_id=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408-L1%26WT.mc_ev=click%26mkt=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408-L1
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Box1&sn2=3cd5d5b8/2af3cd19&sn1=341940d3/17bfb64e&camp=NYT2008-marketingmodule&ad=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2008/04/06/automobiles/0406-SMALL_index.html%3Fex=1223697600%26en=e3a73bb52cec0bab%26ei=5087%26WT.mc_id=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408-L2%26WT.mc_ev=click%26mkt=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408-L2
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Box1&sn2=3cd5d5b8/2af3cd19&sn1=341940d3/17bfb64e&camp=NYT2008-marketingmodule&ad=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/13/automobiles/13CRASH.html%3Fex=1223697600%26en=2b170532d6f2504a%26ei=5087%26WT.mc_id=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408-L3%26WT.mc_ev=click%26mkt=AU-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M040-ROS-0408-L3
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/18/opinion/18brooks.html?em&ex=1208750400&en=34d002f8eb6da2e7&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/18/business/18plastic.html?em&ex=1208750400&en=d629b318e5c7abc7&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/18/world/americas/18food.html?em&ex=1208750400&en=73f62256c08fccca&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/18/business/18organic.html?em&ex=1208750400&en=ba057d2a7fc5c539&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/18/opinion/18krugman.html?em&ex=1208750400&en=0047e58966b48022&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/15/health/15well.html?em&ex=1208750400&en=01f13a7ae6f1eeec&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/18/arts/music/18reco.html?em&ex=1208750400&en=485c89734f3f6988&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/16/business/worldbusiness/16plastic.html?em&ex=1208750400&en=d4358e8a27a33d31&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/18/business/worldbusiness/18iceland.html?em&ex=1208750400&en=804100fae1a40c95&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/18/business/18hours.html?em&ex=1208750400&en=a36d3b83bb592355&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Middle1C&sn2=2ae5e06a/fecaf75b&sn1=2c0ab83d/be5484e5&camp=Ameriprise-814091b-nyt1&ad=afiSearch88x31includingDLpixel.html&goto=http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;166236946;23049359;r
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/music/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://health.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/dance/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/design/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/index.html
http://movies.nytimes.com/pages/movies/index.html
http://theater.nytimes.com/pages/theater/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/music/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/television/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/19/arts/music/19arte.html?_r=1&ref=music&oref=slogin#
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/19/arts/music/19arte.html?_r=1&ref=music&oref=slogin#
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/19/arts/music/19arte.html?_r=1&ref=music&oref=slogin#
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://my.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/music&pos=Bar1&sn2=9e9aeaf4/1ef3cd18&sn1=4295162a/cd777731&camp=nyt2008-circ-bar1_textlink-33HJ6-homepage&ad=gethomedelivery.html&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fsplitter%5Fcp%2Findex%2Ephp%3FSPTR%5FID%3DhdNYT%26MediaCode%3DW47AF%26CMP%3D33HJ6
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html


19.04.08 15:10Artemis Quartet Shows That a Change in Ingredients Doesn’t Always Alter the Taste - New York Times

Page 2 of 2http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/19/arts/music/19arte.html?_r=1&ref=music&oref=slogin

    

 

Next Article in Arts (7 of 20) »

Classical Music Add Alert

Music Add Alert

Related Searches

The concert ended with Tchaikovsky’s Quartet No. 2 in F. A popular conception of

Tchaikovsky casts him as an overtly Romantic composer, but the Artemis’s dynamic

performance of this teeming piece made a case for Tchaikovsky as a master of

elusiveness. The account of the Scherzo, for example, kept you off guard with its shifting

duple and triple meters, and chords that shun being pinned down by tonality.

The discovery on the program was a quartet from 1989 by Nikolai Kapustin, a Russian

composer born in 1937 and largely unknown in the West. In a charming spoken

introduction Mr. Runge told the audience how he had chanced upon a recording of Mr.

Kapustin’s rhapsodic piano works. This self-effacing composer proved so hard to track

down that Mr. Runge thought “he must be a phantom,” he said. At the time Mr.

Kapustin was making his living by playing piano in a big-band jazz orchestra.

Though Mr. Kapustin resists the label “jazz composer,” his music is drenched in jazz.

The idiom is transformed, and the rhythms are fractured, and whole stretches of music

are entwined with knotty, wayward counterpoint.

Giving audiences engaging spoken introductions to new works was another hallmark of

the original Artemis Quartet. The tradition continues.
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